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broke out we should have no greater enemy in Germany.' This
was a fairly accurate description of Ludwig's attitude: 'Whatever
land speaks German must be German, Alsace at least . . .'
remarked the King of Bavaria anew. 'As we did nothing in the
matter/ the French said, 'ces betes d'allemands n'ont pas ose. . . .'

In his attitude towards France, which was opposed to his
policy, Metternich suddenly found himself in line with the two
Kings, although otherwise he took little interest in the idea of
German unity. He even wrote to Ludwig: Trance is about to
receive a severe moral lesson. . . . Let us use the present time,
Your Gracious Majesty, to show this excitable and excited country
that Germany stands firmly united in intention and resources.'l

Paris, however, had drawn back. Louis Philippe recognized
that he could do nothing against the whole world. Thiers was
replaced by Guizot, the too daring foreign policy was abandoned,
and the danger which had threatened from the west was removed.
King Ludwig gave public expression to his national enthusiasm
by a gift to the poet Nikolaus Becker, who, during the days of
warlike excitement, had composed the song: 'Sie sollen ihn nicht
haben, denfreien deutschen Rhein' ('It shall not be theirs, our free
German Rhine').

Politics and the anxieties they brought in their train did not
succeed in distracting Ludwig's attention from the fair sex.
The newest spell-binder was Karoline Lizius, who was studying
singing and was only sixteen years of age; her small child's face
possessed infinite charm. Stieler painted her at the Palace. King
Ludwig, again wildly in love, did not fail to appear at every
sitting and overwhelmed her with presents. The child so enchanted
him that he left her the sum of twenty thousand gulden in his
will, and added 'she is a virtuous maiden and this I declare to be
the truth'.2

The King could not live without love and he wrote:

'Oh, how I love thee!
My love I would so oft declare,
Asking my Love if she do care
One jot for me?

1 Metternich to Ludwig I, Rough Draft, Vienna, 4th December, 1840. Vienna
St.A.

1 Munich, 31st December, 1840. There are many letters in existence from
Karoline Lizius to the King, dated from December, 1840, to 1843. In 1849
she married Stobaus, who was appointed Cabinet Secretary. On a letter from
her to the King dated 1st April, 1860, Ludwig wrote : 'In 1840 and 1841 I was
in love with Karoline, but I am no longer. Now she seems to me more charming
thanevenitrequiresgreatself-control.1 This note was dated Munich, 3rd April, 1860.